


Salmon, a Native American Poem

He caught ten
He counted them again
He gutted
And stripped
Leaving the bones
Then carefully 
Returned the bones
To the great river
The salmon 
Would come again
The following year
And he would be there
Waiting



Climate Change and Warming Oceans

Atlantic salmon 54% - 88% decline, with 
many wild species projected to become 
extinct by 2030.
Salmon in the Pacific Northwest close to 
extinction at this moment.



Indigenous Food Ethics

• Not taking abundance for granted
• Not taking more than what the ecosystem 

can sustainably reproduce
• Not wasting unused portions



Jack Scoltock

• Born in 1942 in Londonderry, Northern Ireland
• Best known for children’s books, including 

Badger, Beano, and the Magic Mushroom
• Also a collection of short poems, Black ’47.  

Native American Poetry (2017).



Jack Scoltock
Black ‘47.  Native American Poetry



Black ‘47
Great Potato Famine

• 1845-1852
• 1,000,000 starved to death
• When Ireland asked for help, British 

minister for famine relief said the famine 
was a “mechanism for reducing surplus 
population.”



Jack Scoltock:
On March 23, 1847, 170 years ago, the people of 

the great Choctaw Nation took up a collection.  Somehow 
they managed to raise $170 and sent it to the US Famine 
Relief for Ireland.  The Choctaws sent the money at the 
height of the Famine, known as “Black ’47,” when over a 
million men, women, and children were starving to death.  It 
was one of the most extraordinary gifts to the Famine 
Relief in Ireland.

The Choctaw Nation had an incredible history of 
deprivation themselves, forced off their lands in 1831 and 
made to trek over 500 miles to Oklahoma.  This forced 
march was called the “Trail of Tears.”

Choctaw Nation’s Famine Relief



Cycle of Relief

November 2020.  Ireland sent 2,500,000 
euros as pandemic relief for the Navajo 
Nation and Hopi Nation



Native American Precarity, 2020

• 19 times more likely to lack running water
• 8 times more likely to die of tuberculosis
• 2.3 times more likely to die of diabetes
• Dying at twice the rate as white Americans 

at the beginning of the pandemic



• May 18, 2020.  Navajo Nation surpassed 
New York State with the highest infection 
rate in the U.S.

• November 2020.  Infection rate soared to 
37.8% 

Beginning of Pandemic



Potawatomi scholar Kyle Powys Whyte

• Critical Investigations of Resilience: A Brief 
Introduction to Indigenous Environmental 
Studies and Science,” Daedalus 147 
(2018): 136-47.



Tséhootsooí Medical Center



Forbes: April 2021

• “The Navajo Nation is Beating Out Every 
State in Vaccine Rollout”



Global Relief Network

• May 2021.  First Nations donated 28,000 
gallons of water, 17,749 lbs of food, and 
$335,670 in PPE to India to help with 
COVID surge



Habitable Precarity for Humans

• Food Insecurity
• Water insecurity
• Oxygen Insecurity
• Global Relief Networks



Habitable Precarity for Nonhumans

• Oxygen cycle for salmon
• Nitrogen cycle for trees
• Carbon cycle for planet



Amy Gulick, Salmon in the Trees


